From paper to tablet logging —
the VK3ZPF "VK port-a-log”
Android app

by Manuel, HBODQM




How to log

* Pen and paper

Callsign

+ Cheap
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— Error-prone f

— Must check clock Template by Tom OE9TKH

hitp://tomelec.net/w/index.ph TA
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http://tomelec.net/w/index.php/SOTA

How to log
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+ Cheap

+ Reliable Al
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How to log

e Electronically

+ Efficient

+ Convenient

Automatic clock

— More expensive

— Total failure possible
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Hardware

e Smartphones
e [ aptops
e Jablets

e other devices

» Raspberry Pi with display,
game console (HB9TVK), ...
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Android tablet

e Sony Xperia Z3 Tablet
e 2/0¢Q

e 3" screen

e Wwaterproof

e 4G (optional)
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Android tablet

e Sony Xperia Z3 Tablet

e out of production, but
can still be found online

e alternatives:

» Samsung Galaxy Tab Active
» Sony Xperia Z4 (larger)
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Tablet all-in-one features

e SOTA logging and spotting

e NIKINg Map

o GPS

* check the Reverse Beacon Network

e operate data modes
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VK port-a-log
 Android app
Z
* Download:

e by Peter VK3ZPF
http://vk3zpf.com/vk-port-a-log

e Freeware
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http://vk3zpf.com/vk-port-a-log

QSO entry screen

18:49

VK port-a-log
18:49:252 | HB/sz-030 | |

JN47FJ

Clear data

Frequency (MHz): 28.470

Mode : Power - Summary
--m-) Customizable
1419 HBIMKV . 339429

1414 DL/HB9AG 14.060 559559 DM/BW-161 b u ttO n S

1408 EI5DR 18.086 579579
1405 NE4TN 18.086 339449
1404 YO8BSE 18.086 599599

1403 N4EX 18.086 559449
1402 K8IU 18.086 549579
1400 AC1Z 18.086 559559
1358 CT7AGT  18.086 539539
1357 K4MF 18.086 559549

1355 EA7KO 18.086 579599
1355 OH3GZ 18.086 579599
1354 K4DY 18.086 579559
1347 W3DX 14.287 55 22
1346 EU2MM 14.287 59 59
1345 EAS5INS 14,287 57 55
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QSO entry screen

= .l 199%] 18:49

VK port-a-log

18:49:257 HB/SZ-030 JN47FJ |

Clear data

Frequency (MHz): 28.470

Mode: Power : Summary

"o ot TeeJw ] s [ Lo

TIME CALL Hz TX RX NAME LOCATION
1419 HBI9MKV 28.062 339429
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QSO entry screen

= .l 199%] 18:49

VK port-a-log

18:49:257 HB/SZ-030 JN47FJ |

Clear data

Frequency (MHz): 28.470

Mode: Power : Summary

"o ot TeeJw ] s [ Lo

TIME CALL Hz TX RX NAME LOCATION
1419 HBI9MKV 28.062 339429
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QSO entry screen

O = .4 18:49

VK port-a-log

18:49:257 HB/SZ-030 JN47FJ |

Frequency (MHz): Clear data

Mode: SSB

SOTA ref: Save
FF ref: VKFF S2S

Notes: Summary

o9 ] o ] o o [ w ] o [ s [ o

TIME CALL Hz TX RX NAME LOCATION
1419 HBI9MKV 28.062 339429
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Bullt-in spotter

~

VK port-a-log

Post SOTAwatch spot

Qo = 18:49

Activating call: HBODQM/P
Clear data
SOTA ref: HB / SZ - 030

Frequency (MHz): 28.470 Mode: SSB

Comment:

Self spot Last QSO Send to SOTAwatch
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List of spots

= .4 09:30

VK port-a-log

SOTAwatch spots

SM/DJOMEW/P on SM/VN-017 - 14.062 cw -. Posted by SP8RHP -

Fri, 24 Jun 2016 07:25:07 GMT
@ Tap for S25

DGOJMB/P on DM/BW-695 - 7.115 SSB - grv, good morning. Posted
by DGOJMB - Fri, 24 Jun 2016 07:18:23 GMT

F8TMQ/P on F/CR-024 - 7.032 cw -. Posted by S52CU - Fri, 24 Jun
2016 07:14:50 GMT
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Settings

= . 22:32

Z Activation details

Operator's call sign

On-air call sign

Operator's name

Radio in use

Activation type

WWEFF activation?

WWEFF reference eg: VKFF-XXXX

SOTA reference eqg: VKx/XX-yyy
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Settings

[ = .4 22:32

Logger settings

Start-up mode
Set first operating mode for logger

Landmark city
Set City for location reference when portable

Call sign hot keys
Select type of hot keys in logger

Default received WWFF prefix
Select default prefix for received WWFF station

Default RST values

Set default values for send and receive RST

Auto clear fields - new QSO
Clear previous QSO info after save

Auto clear fields - QSO entry
Clear QSO info when field is clicked

ADIF options

o DI QY | DU i U . | i +1 PR
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Settings

V[ = 22:33
SOTAwatch settings
Retrieve spots from SOTAwatch? 27

Internet connection required - data charges may apply

Check SOTAwatch for new spots how often?

Copy SOTAwatch summit reference to QTH field v/
Copy SOTAwatch spot info to QSO notes field v
Copy operator's name to SOTAwatch post comments v/

SOTAwatch band filters
160 m,80m,60m,...

SOTAwatch mode filters
AM, CW, DATA, . . .

SOTAwatch user details

................... pu |
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Output: ADIF + CSV

N 16:02

1l storage > VKportalog > 20160222K Q &

HBO9DQM-P_20160222K.adi
Feb 22,2016 14:36:09 16.6 KB

HBODQM-P_20160222K_activator.csv
Feb 22, 2016 14:36:09 3.1 KB

Go Premium

HBO9DQM-P_20160222K_chaser.csv
Feb 22,2016 14:14:16 S/7B

A Home
£9  Recentfiles

a Secure...
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Internet connection

e Tablet with 4G and SIM

» find a suitable prepaid plan for
low data usage (spotting)

* Personal Hotspot on smartphone

» watch battery usage...
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Feature plans

o summit list, ordered by distance

e [andscape mode
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My tablet logging experience

e > 150 activations with over
4500 QSOs logged on the tablet

e Haven't used a paper log In more
than a year :)
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Questions?



Thank you!



