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How to log

• Pen and paper 

+ Cheap 

+ Reliable 

– Tedious 

– Error-prone 

– Must check clock Template by Tom OE9TKH 
http://tomelec.net/w/index.php/SOTA

http://tomelec.net/w/index.php/SOTA
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How to log

• Electronically 

+ Efficient 

+ Convenient 

+ Automatic clock 

– More expensive 

– Total failure possible
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Hardware

• Smartphones 

• Laptops 

• Tablets 

• other devices 
‣ Raspberry Pi with display,  

game console (HB9TVK), …
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Android tablet

• Sony Xperia Z3 Tablet 

• 270 g 

• 8” screen 

• waterproof 

• 4G (optional)
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• Sony Xperia Z3 Tablet 

• out of production, but  
can still be found online 

• alternatives: 
‣ Samsung Galaxy Tab Active 
‣ Sony Xperia Z4 (larger)

Android tablet
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• SOTA logging and spotting 

• hiking map 

• GPS 

• check the Reverse Beacon Network 

• operate data modes

Tablet all-in-one features
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VK port-a-log

• Android app 

• by Peter VK3ZPF 

• Freeware 

• Download: 
http://vk3zpf.com/vk-port-a-log

http://vk3zpf.com/vk-port-a-log
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QSO entry screen

Customizable 
buttons
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QSO entry screen
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QSO entry screen
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QSO entry screen

S2S
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Built-in spotter
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List of spots

Tap for S2S
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Settings
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Settings
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Settings
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Output: ADIF + CSV
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Internet connection

• Tablet with 4G and SIM 

‣ find a suitable prepaid plan for 
low data usage (spotting) 

• Personal Hotspot on smartphone 

‣ watch battery usage…
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Feature plans

• summit list, ordered by distance 

• landscape mode
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My tablet logging experience

• > 150 activations with over  
4500 QSOs logged on the tablet 

• Haven’t used a paper log in more 
than a year :)



Questions?



Thank you!


